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FOREWORD 
It  is with  immense pride and a deep sense of purpose that  I welcome you to Polokwane, the heartbeat of Limpopo, 
Á ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ ÍÅÅÔÓ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÏÕÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ×ÁÒÍÔÈ ÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÏÕÒ ÙÅÁÒ-round sunshine. 

 
Polokwane is the capital of possibility. From our proud roots as Ȱ4ÈÅ Place of 3ÁÆÅÔÙȱ to our bold ambitions as a 
modern, smart and inclusive African city,  Polokwane continues to rise, evolve and shine as a symbol of growth. 
This Visitors Guide showcases more than just tourist attractions; it is a vibrant catalogue of the cultural riches, 
hospitality, enterprise and natural beauty that make our city a destination of choice. 

 
As you explore this guide, you will discover that Polokwane is a city where past, present and future walk hand in 
hand. Our game reserves, museums, art galleries and cultural villages tell  the compelling story of our people, from 
ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÕÄ "ÁËÏÎÅ ÁÎÃÅÓÔÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ ÅÎÔÒÅÐÒÅÎÅÕÒÉÁÌ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÏ× ÄÅǢÎÅÓ ÏÕÒ ÓËÙÌÉÎÅȢ 

 
The municipality has taken deliberate strides to transform Polokwane into a tourism and 
investment hub. Through strategic partnerships, targeted infrastructure development and a 
commitment to service excellence, we are unlocking the full potential of our local economy 
while staying true to the spirit of Batho Pele. 

 
Whether you are here for business, pleasure or discovery, rest assured as you are in a city 
that is alive with possibility, shaped by resilience and fueled by vision. We invite you to 
experience our hospitality, immerse yourself in our heritage and share in our journey 
ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÂÅÃÏÍÉÎÇ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÎÅØÔ-generation capital city. 

Let Polokwane welcome you, not just as a visitor,  but as a valued partner in our story of 
renewal, growth and shared success. 



 



Where is Polokwane? 1 

Polokwane, capital of Limpopo, is located in the Capricorn region of the province. The city was 
ÆÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÌÄ ÒÕÓÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ΧήήΦȭÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÎÁÍÅÄ 0ÉÅÔÅÒÓÂÕÒÇ ÁÆÔÅÒ Á ×ÅÌÌ ËÎÏ×Î 
General Petrus (Piet) Jacobus Joubert. In June the 11th 2003, the city was renamed Polokwane, a 
ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ 3ÏÔÈÏ ×ÏÒÄ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÅÁÎÓ Ȱ0ÌÁÃÅ ÏÆ 3ÁÆÅÔÙȱȢ 

This young city is the largest in Northern South !ÆÒÉÃÁ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ Á ÂÕÓÔÌÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÂÒÁÎÔ ÍÅÔÒÏÐÏÌÉÓȢ )ÔȭÓ Á 
beautiful city surrounded by tree-lined suburbs, fascinating townships, rural villages and world class 
facilities. 

Climate 
0ÏÌÏË×ÁÎÅ ÏǟÅÒÓ ÁÎ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅÌÙ ÐÌÅÁÓÁÎÔ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÓÔ of 
the year. With almost all-year round sunshine. It can get 
rather hot in the summer months 
(October to March) average 28 C 



Getting to Polokwane Road Travel 

2  SA Airlink has  scheduled  Ǩights from 
Johannesburg to Polokwane. There are several 
Ǩights departing everyday of the week.  The 
ÄÕÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ǨÉÇÈÔ ÉÓ Χ ÈÏÕÒȢ 
SA Airlink: Tel ( +27 1 1 451 7300) 

Polokwane is located on the N1 national road 
which is also the main  route between 
Johannesburg & Pretoria, and the Beit Bridge 
border post in Zimbabwe. 

 
Distance between Polokwane & major cities: 
Bloemfontein (750KM), Cape Town (1735KM), 
Durban (930KM), Johannesburg (330KM), 
Nelspruit (278KM), Port Elizabeth (1395KM), 
Pretoria (275KM), Rusternburg (344KM) 

Rail Travel 

3!ȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÃÉÔÙ ÒÁÉÌ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȟ 3ÈÏÓÈÏÌÏÚÁ -ÅÙÌ 
operates a daily service (except Saturday) 
between Johannesburg, Pretoria & Polokwane. 
Shosholoza Meyl: Tel ( +27 1 1 744 4555) 
Website: www.shosholozameyl.co.za 
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http://www.shosholozameyl.co.za/


People of Polokwane 

Polokwane has a population of almost 812 102. Over 
95% of the residents are black and mostly belong to 
the Pedi, Tsonga ɀ Shangaan, Venda and Ndebele 
groups. 5% of the population are white, mostly A-fri 
kaners. Polokwane also has 2% English speaking 
White, Coloured and Indian communities. 

Language 3 

Polokwane truly has a linguistic heritage worth 
bragging about. Out of the Eleven South African 
ÏǣÃÉÁÌ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅÓȟ 3ÉØ ÁÒÅ ÓÐÏËÅÎ ÈÅÒÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÒÅ 
Sepedi/Northern Sotho, XiTsonga, TshiVenda, 
IsIndebele, English and Afrikaans. 

The city recognises English, Sepedi and Afrikaans 
as the ÏǣÃÉÁÌ languages because of their 
historical  dominance, however, XiTsonga  and 
TshiVenda are increasingly spoken as more users 
of these languages settle in and around the city. 



4 Making the most of your visit 

Polokwane ÏǟÅÒÓ easy access to other exciting 
attractions. 

Polokwane Game Reserve, Polokwane Art Museum 
and the Heritage sites are also a must see 
experience 

0ÏÌÏË×ÁÎÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒȭÓ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ #ÅÎÔÒÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ Á 
one-stop information service to tourists requiring 
information on accommodation, tours, vehicle hire, 
adventure, shopping and business reservations. 



5 

Game Reserve 

Major tourist attraction ς Polokwane 5 

The reserve was established in 1962 originally as a 
recreation facility for the residents of the Polokwane 
ÁÒÅÁȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ Á ÓÉÇÎÉǢÃÁÎÔ portion of 
the reserve included a unique and very threatened 
vegetation type known as the Pietersburg Plateau 
False Grassland. As a result , the area was given 
conversation status and with the acquisition of 
additional land, was proclaimed as a municipal nature 
ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÏǣÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÉÎ ΧίέΧȢ 

Today the reserve conserves one of the largest 
unspoiled/perfect examples of this habitat, along 
with its associated plant and animal species. 

 
The surface area of the reserve is approximately 
3200hectares, making it one of the largest municipal 
nature reserves in the country. The Polokwane region, 
in which the reserve is situated, lies on an elevated 
plateau with an altitude ranging between 1200 to 
1500 meters above sea level. 

 
The climate is moderate with a mean summer 
daytime high of 28 C and mean winter night time of 5 

C. The average annual rainfall for the area is 478mm. 

 
Contact: Tel (+27 15 290 2331/2333) 



6 
Polokwane Bird Sanctuary 

The 43 hectares Polokwane Bird Sanctuary is situated 
just North of the City. The sanctuary boasts a list of 
over 320 species recorded over a period of 10 years 
and includes three dams of varying depths, reed 
beds, shallow pans, a sandbank, riverine bush and 
some grassland. 

 
The Sanctuary started as a series of saturation ponds 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÁÒÂÙ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÐÕÒÉǢÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÁÎÔȢ )Ô ÓÏÏÎ 
developed into a major attraction for both birds and 
bird watches alike. 
In order to preserve the unique blend of habits and a 
great variety of associated bird species it was 
accorded conservation status in 1991 

They attract many seasonal waterfowl and migrant 
waders and hosts resident species for both the dry 
western and more tropical north-eastern parts of 
South Africa. Several interesting mammals occur in 
the sanctuary including Cape Clawless otter, Water 
Mongoose, Dwarf Mongoose, Cane Rat, Thick-tailed 
Bushbaby, Bushpig and Bushbuck. Reptiles and frogs 
are also well represented by species such as African 
Rock Python, Nile Monitor Lizard and Giant Bullfrog. 

 
The facilities include a good network of paths, bird 
viewing hides, picnic sites, braai lapas and walking 
trails for day visitors. 
Tel: (+27 15 290 2331/2333) 



Zanna Bird & Reptile Park 
7 

The Zanna Bird & Reptile Park has over 280 
indigenous and exotic bird species and a wide variety 
of snakes, lizards and crocodiles, and lions. There are also 
numerous picnic spots and braai facilities as well as 
horse riding daily. 

 
 

 
Email: brunozanna@gmail.com 
Contact: +27 82 709 8056 / +27 15 230 0023 
118 Lawton Road 
Ivydale 
Operating Times: 08H00 ɀ 17H00 

mailto:brunozanna@gmail.com


8 Museums & Galleries ς Hugh 

Exton Photographic Museum 
The Hugh Exton Photographic Museum exhibits 23 
ΦΦΦ ÇÌÁÓÓ ÎÅÇÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÐÏÒÔÒÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ΫΦ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÎ ÃÅÌÌÕÌÏÉÄȢ These were taken by 
photographer, Hugh Exton, between 1892 and 1945. 
The museum is housed in a Dutch Reformed Church 
ÂÕÉÌÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ΧήίΦȭÓȢ 

 
Civic Centre 
Cnr. Landros Mare & Thabo Mbeki 
Tel : +27 15 290 2585 
Cell: +27 76 237 8518 



Polokwane Art Museum 
The Polokwane Art Museum had its humble beginnings in 

9 
town council decisions, inspired by Mr Jack Botes back in 
1972, to start an art collection. This art museum houses a 
collection of 800 art works by renowned artists and 
centres around the province. 

 
The museum showcases a variety of traditional Venda, 
Tsonga and Pedi craft. It also tells us something about 
ourselves, our cultural development, achievements, ideas, 
skills in the past, present and probably predicts the future. 

 
Library Gardens, 
Cnr Grobler & Hans Van Rensburg 
Tel: +27 15 290 2578/9 

Cell: +27 83 351 0459 



10 Bakone Malapa ς Northern Sotho Open-Air Museum 
 

Regarded as a living museum, the Bakone Malapa 
Museum near the city is one of several museums 
and national monuments that bear testimony to 
3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ 4ÈÅ "ÁËÏÎÅ -ÁÌÁÐÁȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ 
tribesmen practice long-standing traditions to 
ÅÎÌÉÇÈÔÅÎ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ 
people, is one of two similar museums in Limpopo ɀ 
the other i sTsonga open-air museum in Tzaneen. 

Bakone Malapa is a reconstructed village in style 
used by the Northern Sotho about 250 years ago, 
designed to demonstrate the daily life of 
Bakone, a highly sophisticated subgroup of the 
Northern Sotho tribe. The museum is more than 
a cultural village alone, There is a braai facility, 
conference hall, hiking trails and outdoor 
recreation areas. 

 
Tel : +27 73 216 9912 | Cell: +27 73 216 9912 / +27 83 245 2664 

Email : liesls@polokwane.gov.za 
Coordinates : S23.98709 E29.45876 

mailto:liesls@polokwane.gov.za


The Irish House 11 
The Irish House was built in 1886 by a German, 
August Julius Herman Moschke and it was originally 
used as a general dealer. In 1906 the building was 
ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙÅÄ ÂÙ ǢÒÅȢ This also destroyed the buildings 
that were on Market Street. 

A victorious building was prefabricated and moved to 
the city by German immigrant Moschke who was 
then interned during the world war one. On his 
arriving to Polokwane he discovered his shop was in a 
bankrupt state. 

He then sold it to an Irish man James Albert Jones 
who extended it to a fashion house under the name 
Irish House, where he was selling imported clothes 
and shoes. 

 
The Irish House remained a business building until 
1986 when it was converted into Polokwane 
Museum to display the diverse cultural heritage of 
the city by city council of Polokwane. 

 
Tel: +27 15 290 2585 
Cell: +27 81 381 0472 
Cnr Thabo Mbeki & Market Street 



12 
Meropa Casino 

Enjoy at Meropa Casino and Entertainment World by 
mixing its gambling facilities with a peek into its bird 
and snake sanctuary. There is a mini golf course and 
go-kart racing circuit open during the day. 

 

Jembe Tavern and Squires Restaurant is the place to 
unwind on their memorable atmosphere when a 
popular band is hosted. There is also a cultural village 
and story telling, karaoke evenings and comedians for 
those looking for fun-ǢÌÌÅÄȟ ÆÏÏÔ ÔÁÐÐÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇÓȢ 

Tel : +27 15 290 5400 
Email: hellomeropa@za.suninternational.com 

mailto:hellomeropa@za.suninternational.com


Gemco Art Gallery 

'ÅÍÃÏ !ÒÔ ÏǟÅÒÓ Á ×ÉÄÅ ÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÈÁÎÄÃÒÁÆÔÅÄ 
crafts and curios, featuring a brilliant collection of 
semi-precious stones, gold, ivory and other 
jewellery. 

 
Address: Plot 124, Ivydale, Polokwane 
Tel: +27 15 292 0758 
Email: gemcoart@gmail.com 

Aijeborekhu Park 13 
Aijeborekhu Park situated 50km north west of the city 
centre, made for wedding photography. 4ÈÅ ÐÁÒË ÏǟÅÒÓ 
relaxations, weddings, matrimonial and kids fun days for 
schools. 

How to get there: 
4ÒÁÖÅÌ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ !ÇÁÎÁÎÇ #ÌÕÓÔÅÒ ÏǣÃÅÓȟ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÂÙ 
R567 to Lephalele. The park will be on the left hand side 
along the road. 

Tel: 082 358 7124 Cell: 076 855 9015 

mailto:gemcoart@gmail.com


9ƭƻũ Gallery The Industrial Art Park 
14  

An unusual and electric  mix of  rural crafts, 
bespoke  furniture and the works of many 
South African artists are on display at %ÌÏǟ 
Gallery. Unlike many modern  art  studios 
which are somewhat stark, this   warm  and 
inviting gallery, opened in 1989 by Barenda 
%ÌÏǟȟ ÏǟÅÒÓ ÕÎÕÓÕÁÌȟ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÓ ÏÆ ÒÅÁÌ 
value. 

215 Harley St, Eduanpark Parking St, 
Polokwane Central, Polokwane, 0699 
Tel: +27 15 297 09 11 / +27 82 550 2870 
Email: egart1@mweb.co.za 

The Polokwane Art curates 15 works or art 
produced from industrial material in an open 
air park. Sculptures are on permanent display. 
The museum was established in 1970 and is 
the only one of its kind in Africa 

N1 North top Makhado, 
Cnr Landros Mare & Potgieter Avenue 
Tel: +27 15 290 2578 

mailto:egart1@mweb.co.za


15 



Memorial 
 

 

16 Guns Memorial 

'ÕÎÓ ÃÏÎǢÓÃÁÔÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ 
the magoeba war in 1892 were 
melted into one mass and put 
on display. 
Library Gardens, Cnr. Grobler 
& Schoeman Str. 

Eersteling Monument 

The monument marks the 
ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ǢÒÓÔ ÇÏÌÄ ÃÒÕÓÈÉÎÇ 
site and gold power plant in 
the country. 
18km from the city on R101 
South to Mokopane. 

Heritage Sites 
Concentration Camp Cemetery 

The cemetery houses the graves of 
the victims of a nearby Anglo-boer 
war concentration camp. 

Kobalt Str. Nirvana  

Roman Catholic Church 

The Roman Catholic Church in the 
heart of the city was built in 1934 
although it is a relatively 
contemporary building, it is 
ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ǢÎÅÓÔ 
pieces of architecture. Still the home 

of the large catholic congregation in 
Polokwane. 

54 Biccard Str. 

 

 
Civic Centre (Next to VIC) 

The elegant gazebo in the Civic 
Square was build in 1924. The 
building was once the home of 
coach magnate, Doel 
Zeederberg who established 
ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÐÁÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÓÔÁÇÅ ÃÏÁÃÈ 
service between Pietersburg 
(now Polokwane) & Bulawayo 
ɉ:ÉÍÂÁÂ×ÅɊ ÉÎ ΧήίΪȢ )ÔȭÓ Á 
reminder of an era of progress 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÕÔÅ ×ÁÓ ÓÉÇÎÉǢÃÁÎÔ ÉÎ 
attracting people to the region. 
 

 
Cnr.Church & Bodenstein Str. 



Team Building 
 

NAME PHYSICAL ADDRESS TELEPHONE CELL EMAIL 17 

Bynage Teambuilding 1 Greef Street , Bendor Polokwane  071 881 6378 admin@bynage.co.za 

Tiveka Game Lodge R101 Road 015 291 5004 015 291 5004 tiveka@telkomsa.net 

Iglo Inn 87 Pietersburg street Ladanna 015 298 8445 082 376 3355 fosterindust@xsint.co.za 
igloo-inn@hotmail.com 


