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PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

22 January 2021 

  

TROPICAL CYCLONE “ELOISE” WARNING 

 

The South African Weather Service (SAWS) has issued a weather warning that predicts 

damaging winds and disruptive rains over the northern and eastern parts of Limpopo from 

Sunday, 24th into Monday, 25th January 2021. The Tropical Storm Eloise, with strong winds and 

rain that normally goes along with such storms, can cause damage to roads, stormwater and 

electrical infrastructure which can be extremely dangerous to the public. 

 

SAWS says windy conditions in most areas of Limpopo will also enhance the falling of the trees 

and collapse of houses particularly in the rural areas, damage on some structures and building 

as well as disruption to power supply infrastructure, closure of main bridges, roads, transport 

and other services. 

 

It is by this reason that Polokwane Municipality advises members of the public not to touch any 

damaged electrical network as it can still be live - touching such damaged infrastructure can 

cause serious injuries and even electrocution to human beings.  

 

The public is further advised to do the following during a storm of this nature: 

 Switch off main switch of the house if it is looks evident that the house is going to be 

overflown by water; 

 Remove all electrical equipment such as heaters, fans, air coolers, etc, from the floor to 

higher places to avoid water damage to the equipment; 

 Do not use electrical equipment that was under water or which is suspected to be in 

contact with water; 
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 Do not remove trees or branches that were damaged by the storm and are lying on or 

are touching electrical infrastructure. Contact Polokwane Municipality to remove the 

trees as the electrical infrastructure might still be live; 

 Report any damage to infrastructure immediately to the Call Centre at 015 023 5490 / 

015 023 5705 / 0838249886. 

 

South African Weather Services also advises the public to: 

 stay indoors and off the roads, if possible, during the storm; 

 avoid crossing rivers and swollen streams where water is above your ankles; 

 abandon the vehicle and climb to higher ground, if trapped in a vehicle during a flood; 

 in buildings, move valuables to a safe place above the expected flood level. 

 
SAWS projects flooding of roads and settlements; displacement of affected communities; 

damage to property infrastructure and loss of livelihood and livestock. 
 
Polokwane Municipality urges community members to be on the lookout, should anything 

happen, and take necessary precautions. 
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